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Z� Ɛ͛�Ăƚ�Toolik

• Many stay at TFS for full summer, or make 
several trips

• Usually not students, but often working 
closely with graduate students or mentoring 
undergrads

• Carrying on research and making project 
decisions  when PIs are not in camp



Working at TFS in 2020
• 2020 season presented new 

challenges for virtually everyone 
ʹespecially with COVID, State, 
Institutional restrictions

• Even with restrictions, 2020 was 
very successful for projects that 
were able to go to Toolik

•









Title IX Reporting

• Choosing to report an incident is a very tough decision, 
and is made tougher if on-ƐŝƚĞ�͞ĂƵƚŚŽƌŝƚŝĞƐ͟�ĂƌĞ�Ăůů�
male

• �ŚĂŶŐĞ�ƚŚĞ�ŶĂƌƌĂƚŝǀĞ�ĨƌŽŵ�͞ƌĞƉŽƌƚŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�
ĂƵƚŚŽƌŝƚŝĞƐ͟�ƚŽ�͞ǁŽƌŬŝŶŐ�ƚŽŐĞƚŚĞƌ�ƚŽ�ŵĂŬĞ�ĐĂŵƉ�ƐĂĨĞ�
ĨŽƌ�ĞǀĞƌǇŽŶĞ͕�ĂŶĚ�ůŽŽŬŝŶŐ�ŽƵƚ�ĨŽƌ�ŽŶĞ�ĂŶŽƚŚĞƌ͟

• Including a photo of Title IX office personnel in 
Fairbanks could make them more approachable



Diversity, Equity, Inclusion
• dŚĞƌĞ�ŝƐ�͞ĂŶ�urgent need for better diversity equity and 

inclusion policies within camp and training for ƐƚĂĨĨ͟

• Meeting held last summer was helpful in addressing 
ƚŚĞ�ŶĞĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�ŝŵƉƌŽǀĞŵĞŶƚƐ͕�ďƵƚ�ĚŝĚŶ͛ƚ�ĐŽŵĞ�ƵƉ�ǁŝƚŚ�Ă�
clear path forward

• Adding DEI to pre-camp training, and having additional 
posted information will help 



Mental Health in camp
• Mental health remains a concern, especially 

for those at TFS from prolonged stay, away 
from home

• Single rooms make a huge difference during 
a long stay

• Camp resources/counselor available?

• Community events help to stem loneliness, 
isolation



EDC Support and Remote Access

• Remote access prevented many projects from 
losing an entire year of work

• Amanda Young noted by all respondents as 
incredibly helpful and critical to several projects

• More communication on when requested tasks 
were carried out would have been helpful



TFS Shared Equipment

• Request for a shared handheld pH 
meter

• No major equipment conflicts 
mentioned



GIS Support

• No feedback regarding GIS in 2020



Sample Storage and Shipment

• 2020 reduced truck schedule made 
some logistics  difficult, but 
manageable

• Additional freezer and fridge space in 
new garage is great!

• Welcome back Pete!



Summary
• Overall, 2020 went as well as it 

could have gone

• Camp staff has been outstanding 
and helpful, especially Amanda 
Young

• Better communication about camp 
policies and plans, along with better 
individual project communication 
will help eliminate many of the 
COVID challenges

• Sustainability, diversity and mental 
health should be priorities in the 
future development of TFS


