
leted FLPA 332 Stage Directing I prior to 
beginning actual production work on the thesis project.  

C. Students should have also functioned as an Assistant Director or Stage Manager on at least one 
faculty-directed main-stage production prior to the submission of a directing thesis proposal.  

D. Students should also direct a show for the Student Drama Association as part of Winter Shorts 
(or a similar event). 

E. Students’ production experience will be strongly weighed by the faculty when considering 
proposals. Students should plan to be actively involved in Theatre UAF shows throughout 
their time at UAF. 

F. Students are reminded that they must register for FLPA 499, the three-credit capstone thesis 
course. Thesis projects are graded, and students must meet the thesis course guidelines as 
indicated below. 

 
II. Proposal Process 

A. For all directing thesis projects, the student should propose 1 option for both one-act and full-
length scripts (a total of 2 proposals) which can be effectively cast, designed, rehearsed, 
staged, produced, and presented in a relatively simple manner.  

B. Each proposal should be assembled with the guidance of the student’s faculty mentor and 
should include the following elements: 

1. Title and author of the proposed selection; 
2. Description of the style and genre of the play; 
3. Description of cast size and gender distribution; 
4. Brief synopsis of the plot, as well as a description of primary characters and themes 

found in the work; 
5. Listing of technical challenges (lighting, scenic, costume or prop needs) AND a 
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as to ensure presentation dates and times that best fit time and space considerations. 
C. Student directors (with cons
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they’re about to see without explaining your production nor being overly 
pedantic. You will turn in drafts of this to your advisor; the final version will be 
published in the program. 

11. A copy of all marketing and publicity materials, including the program, 
advertisements, news articles, reviews, etc. 

12. Final self-assessment 
a. This is a 2-3 page narrative about your experience directing this production. 

Some questions to consider: what did you learn (about the play, about working 
with actors, about yourself) through the course of rehearsals? What mistakes 
did you make and how did you fix them? What did you succeed at doing? What 
would you do again the same way AND what would you differently next time 
and why? 

b. You should also include some thoughts on your overall trajectory as a director 
during your time at Theatre UAF. What fundamental experiences have brought 
you to this point? 
 

VI. Thesis Defense  
A. You will have a public thesis defense where you will give a presentation on your work on the 

production and on your written materials. There will also be an opportunity for the audience to 
ask you questions publicly. It is your responsibility to work with your advisor to ensure that 
this defense is scheduled. The public defense is usually 30 minutes in length. 

B. You will have a private thesis defense (immediately following the public defense) with the 
theatre faculty who will be able to ask you further specific questions about your process, 
choices, and written materials. 

 


