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Alumni Spotlight!

Sharon Lind Guenther
PhD Indigenous Studies

“Alaska Native corporations hold the Indigenous
values of our people.” Sharon Guenther Lind, Ph.D.

In 1989 I was hired by the Aleut Corporation, one of
twelve Alaska Native regional corporations, to run
their shareholder department. They handed me a
copy of the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act and
the 1991 Amendments. That was my classroom for
ANCSA, that and the school of hard knocks
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Organizer: Vanessa E. Anthony-Stevens
Roundtable Presenter: Garrison Tsinajinie
Roundtable Presenter: Filiberto Barajas-L·pez
Roundtable Presenter: Apolonio Hernandez
Chair: Sheilah E. Nicholas

Our presentation will be reviewed by the Council on Anthropology and Education

Abstract: 
The 2019 AAA conference themeðstruggle, collaboration, and justiceð
speaks to Indigenous fights for sovereignty and self-determination in education.
Indigenous education, learning rooted in and informed by a communities distinct
cultural and linguistic practice(s), attends ñto the issues in and implications of self-
determination and cultural sovereigntyò (Lee, 2015, p. 10), and fundamentally,
counters ñongoing legacies of colonization, ethnicide, and linguicideò (McCarty &
Lee, pg. 103) in settler colonial schooling. The fifty (plus) years of anthropological
and educational research in Indigenous education details a diverse tapestry of
Indigenous creativity, persistence, innovation, and cultural renewal (McKinely &
Smith, 2019) through innumerable acts of Indigenous survivance (Visznor, 2007) in
spaces characterized as frontline battle grounds for ñIndian hearts and mindsò
(Lomawaima, 2000). The struggles for justice in Indigenous schooling reflect
dynamic and rooted epistemologies, not captured in reactionary terms like
resistance and resilience. This session contemplates current efforts in Indigenous
teacher education as creating the conditions for a ñclimate changeò in schools, K-12
and higher education, where teachers, researchers, and communities work side-by-
side to collaboratively map more just opportunities for teaching and learning. We
approach ñclimate changeò in Indigenous education as ñliminal and intellectual
borderlands where indigenous and nonindigenous scholars encounter one another,
working to remember, redefine, and reverse the devastation of the original
colonialist óencounterôò(Grande, 2008, p. 234). Session participants discuss ways
they participant in new educational paradigms that support Indigenous teachers to
deeply engage culturally responsive schooling and Indigenous knowledge systems
(Castagno, Brayboy, Chadwick & Lindsey, 2015), and consider how such work is
negotiated within the paradox of the academies omnipresent structures of coloniality
(Brayboy, 2005). Presenters share everyday engagements of Indigenous educators
and teacher educators as they struggle to disrupt the normalizing logics of schooling
practices (Sebzalian, 2019) by centering Indigenous intergenerational survivance as
an urgent antidote to change climates in contexts of schooling. By centering ways
Indigenous epistemologies of teaching and learning interrupt technocratic notions of
education as a ñpipeline,ò participants consider ways they collaborate to move
toward conceptualizing teacher and professoriate education as a process of long-
term educational self-determination and intergenerational nation building (Brayboy,
Fann, Castagno, & Solyom, 2012). Discussion will be guided by the following
questions: Ŀ How do Indigenous teachers re-frame community and relationships in
schooling? Ŀ What do relationships built on reciprocity, trust, and deep collaboration
look like for Indigenous teachers, professors and collaborators? Ŀ How does
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For my part, I will talk about Center for Cross-Cultural Studies and Alaska Native
Knowledge Network. I will share power point slides, ANKN brochures and CCS
pamphlets to distribute and discussion. My hope is that there is good reception from
participants and feedback for further pedagogical discourse on this topic.
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To Order ANKN Books & Materials contact
Richard Hum at 907-474-5897

Alaska Native Knowledge Network

The Alaska Native Knowledge Network
(ANKN)
is a unique resource maintained
through the Center for Cross-Cultural
Studies for our students and the
communities they serve.
ANKN is located on the 5th floor of the
Gruening Building, room 503F. Please
contact Richard Hum at 907-474-5897 or
email rehum@alaska.edu for any inquiries
on books and posters.
For payment, please contact Crystal Frank
at 907-474-1902 or email
cafrank@alaska.edu
.

ANKN Book Order Form

ANKN Website Link

*New bookstore website coming soon!

ANKN Monthly Book Feature

PAL'AQ
Palascovia Yako Johnson of
Koliganek (Qalirneq)

Interviewed, transcribed and translated by Marie
Meade
Edited by Arnaq Esther Ilutsik

It is rare these days that we have an opportunity to
gain first hand insights into a way of life and
traditional cultural practices that span decades of
accumulated knowledge. Through a close
collaboration involving Yup'ik elders. Native
educators, linguists and cultural practitioners,
Palascovia (Pal'aq) Yako Johnson of Koliganek,
Alaska has been able to pass on her extensive
knowledge to future generations. This rich volume of
duel language cultural reflections will serve as a model to inspire other Indigenous
communities to secure their unique history and legacy.

Ray Barnhardt
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University of Alaska Fairbanks
Center for Cross-Cultural Studies

201 Eielson Building, UAF campus
PO Box 756730

Fairbanks, AK 99775-6730
Phone: (907) 474-1902

Email: uaf-cxcs@alaska.edu

Contact Us

 ‌

mailto:uaf-cxcs@alaska.edu
http://www.uaf.edu/cxcs/contact-us/
https://www.facebook.com/uafcxcs/


Office Hours 8AM-5PM M-F


