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Arctic Innovation Competition
SOM awarded more than $25,000 in cash prizes 
in October after the final round of presentations 
in the 2015 Arctic Innovation Competition 
(AIC). The competition, now in its seventh year, 
invites innovators to propose new, feasible, and 
potentially profitable ideas for solving real-life 
problems and challenges.

Cameron Gackstetter took home the $10,000 
first prize in this year’s AIC. His award-winning 
idea is The ThawHead, a portable machine that 
quickly and safely thaws the metal canisters that 
house airport runway light transformers and 
wiring.

New this year was the addition of the “Fan 
Favorite” award. Members of the audience voted 
for their favorite idea in each division and the winners received a $100 prize 
and special Lego trophy. Other activities included a comedian, a robotics 
presentation, balloon art, and guest speaker Wylie Rogers, the 2014 AIC 
Alaska Student Kicker winner for his idea to build a better goal post for ice 
hockey, called The Wylie Post.

Wylie Rogers with Cub 
Fan Favorite and
2nd Place Winner 

Corbin Becker
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In 1984, Bob Hajdukovich was one of 12 
employees at Frontier Flying, the company 
owned by his father, John Hajdukovich. 
Today, he is CEO of Ravn Air Group, Inc., the 
parent company for Frontier Flying Service, 
Corvus Airlines (previously known as Era 
Aviation), and Hageland Aviation Services.  
As a business leader, Bob demonstrates 
a commitment to his employees and the 
success of his company, but above all else a 
deep commitment to service for the people 
of the great state of Alaska. 

Bob has vast experience in numerous 
aviation jobs working his way up from 
ramp agent, operations agent, computer 
programmer, o�ce manager, general 
manager, first o�cer, pilot in command, 
director of operations, vice president, and 
finally to the current CEO of Ravn Alaska.  
Ravn has been flying for about as long as 
Alaska has been a state. Bob took the family 
commuter and freight airline business from 
a small a�air to a regional airline with nearly 
1,000 employees serving 100 communities 
across Alaska. 

cont.
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Roast & Boast Showcases Local Businesses
Local co�ee roasters and cafés showcased their specialty 
items at the 2015 Roast and Boast in November. For the 
fourth year, the School of Management partnered with 
Northrim Bank to host this community event. Over 150 
people ventured out to enjoy the music, food, door prizes, 
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Faculty FocusKim McGinnisAlumni SpotlightChris Marok

Kim grew up in Miami, Florida and San Diego, California. Her career started at the American Chamber of Commerce in Shanghai, where she represented American businesses operating in China. She went on to work in emerging markets asset management at HSBC, then moved to General Electric, where she led GE Capital’s global public a� -airs function.ĽŷBachelor of Arts in Political Science from Vanderbilt University

ĽŷMaster of International A� -airs from Columbia University’s School of International and Public A� -airs

ĽŷMBA from the University of California Berkeley’s Haas School of Business What brought you to Alaska? While completing my MBA, I went on a spring break cross-country skiing trip in Alaska’s White Mountains. I fell in love with the area and all the great things you can do outdoors. I also fell in love with a very special Alaskan guy, Sam Alexander, who runs his own adventure travel company when not teaching. Sam didn’t have to do much convincing to get me to move. What do you enjoy about Alaska? Two things strike me most about Alaska - � -rst, this state o� 4ers boundless opportunities for someone with an entrepreneurial mindset. Second, the sky is amazing! The Lower l -doesn’t get brilliant sunrises and Northern Lights like we get here.You have a good amount of professional experience in � -nance, leadership and marketing. How-does that translate into the classroom?I relate examples from my own work experience. One of the � -rst lectures I gave was on mergers and acquisitions. Having gone through a number of acquisitions and divestures at GE, I can share a practioner’s perspective to complement the academic view. I’m connecting with my former colleagues and professional contacts to come to Fairbanks so students can hear their perspectives, as well.What advice do you have for current students?Stay curious and approach your career - and your life - with an open mind. As a corollary to that - if you get the opportunity to travel, do it.    What would you like to tell us about your family? Sam and I live in a dry cabin.  I’m hoping to add a puppy to our family soon. And maybe running water some day!Kim McGinnis

Chris is the owner of Allstate Insurance, Chris Marok Agency. He earned a bachelor’s degree in business administration in 2010 and an MBA in 2012.Why did you choose to attend UAF? There were many factors, but one of the biggest was the ability to stay in my hometown, close to family and friends. I was also able to continue enjoying the outdoor activities unique to Alaska while working on my degree. How-did SOM prepare you for your professional career?
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SOM is one of only 182 colleges and universities in the world to hold the prestigious Association to Advance Collegiate Schools of Business (AACSB) 
accreditation for both the School of Management and its Accounting program. UAF is an AA/EO employer and educational institution.

UAF School of Management
201 Bunnell Building
P.O. Box 756080
Fairbanks, AK 99775-6080

Naturally Inspiring.Visit: www.uaf.edu/som

Like: www.facebook.com/uafsomRead: uafsom.wordpress.com Discover: www.flickr.com/uafsom Watch: www.youtube.com/somuaf Follow: www.twitter.com/uafsomPin: www.pinterest.com/uafsom75


